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 “All children graves were distinguished extraordinary ornaments 
(Fig. 9). Grave L was essentially filled up with ornaments. A beautifully 
worked porphyry pendant was found on skeleton CIX (Fig. 10), a grain of 
rock crystal was laid on the head of skeleton CIV. A figure of an animal 
made of boar tusk was discovered on skeleton CI” (Fig. 11) (Макаренко, 
1933: 137). 

The most impressive, exclusive and abundant personal ornaments found 
in Mariupol Cemetery are the perforated boar tusks; they are mostly char-
acteristic to female and children burials, whereas they are less represented 
in male burials. Mainly, they were used to decorate the head, the neck, and 
the chest of the deсeased (Fig. 12). The tradition to decorate clothing with 
wild boar tusks existed during the Neolithic Period in various cultures and 
regions of Europe. Yet, such totality and the large-scale of use as manifested 
in the Mariupol burial complex is outright unique.

Probably, these artifacts marked the representation of a certain group. 
The most fascinating and frequently found in the complex feature of 

the Mariupol-type grave offering is the plates made of boar tusks of vari-
ous shapes. With the edges sometimes bearing enigmatic incisions, they 
were skillfully made (Fig. 13). While s such multi-ornamented plates are 
almost unknown in other areas of Europe, Mariupol Cemetery remains to 
be perceived as a unique funeral complex due the great amount of such 
ornaments.

Makarenko (1933: 142) described these artefacts: “The plates were 
made of boar tusks – quadrangular and elongated ones are the ornament 
most frequently found in the burial-place. These plates may be divided 
in three types: short, broad, and narrow. They are carefully made. Their 
edges sometimes bear enigmatic incisions, sometimes single, sometimes 
in groups. Found on skeletons, from skull to feet, these plates were in-
cluded into different parts of the garments.”

There were rows of plates on the waist, knees or shins of the deceased 
in some burials of Mariupol-type cemeteries. Probably, some parts of the 
plates were used as belt decorations. The belts might have been fastened 
over the cloth into which the deceased were wrapped (Fig. 13).

Fig. 11. Animal figurine from Burial 
101. Mariupol Cemetery. The photo 
was provided by Mariupol Local 
History Museum.
11 pav. Zoomorfinė figūrėlė iš Mariu-
polio kapinyno kapo 101 (nuotrauką 
pateikė Mariupolio kraštotyros mu-
ziejus)

Fig. 12. Female Cemetery 6. Mariupol 
Cemetery (Макаренко, 1933).
12 pav. Moters kapas 6 iš Mariupolio 
kapinyno (pagal Макаренко, 1933)
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The perforated deer canines in Mariupol Cemetery were present mostly in female graves, yet rarely in male 
ones. They marked important parts of the skeletons – such as head, neck, pelvis, and feet. 

Also, there were numerous beads and pendants of different materials: shells, bone, marble, jet, etc. (Fig. 14). 
Some beads were of unique forms “There were aesthetically perfect ring shaped or semilunar shell beads; cy-
lindrical and ring-shaped shell and semilunar pearl beads; round or pear shaped bone beads with various holes; 
cylindrical jet, slate or geshir gagat (jet) beads among them” (Макаренко, 1933: 142).

There were stone and bone pendants, a magnificent porphyry pendant and two stone maces. Two zoomorphic 
figurines, carved from the boar tusk, were found (Fig. 11). Presumably, zoomorphic figurines are ‘insignia’ of 
those particular animals symbolizing virtual connection of the buried persons with their totems.

Personal ornaments, semantically identifying important body parts, indicated the clan or the origin, the age 
or the biological stage of life. Logical reasoning suggests that rich grave goods depended on the age and experi-
ence of the dead person. The analysis of grave goods in general reveals social rites connected with the social and 
marital status, as well as gender and age-related ceremonies. 

Fig. 13. Burial 56. Mariupol Cemetery 
(Макаренко, 1933).
13 pav. Mariupolio kapinyno kapas 56 
(pagal Макаренко, 1933)



30

ISSN 1392-6748   eISSN 2538-8738   Archaeologia Lituana 24, 2023

Fig. 14. Bone beads and plates 
made of boar tusks from Burial 
74. Mariupol Cemetery. Photo 
xerocopy after Макаренко, 1933.
14 pav. Kauliniai karoliukai ir 
plokštelės iš šerno ilčių, rasti Ma-
riupolio kapinyno kape 74 (b/j nuo-
traukos kserokopija, Макаренко, 
1933).

Death of the site

The fate of Mariupol Cemetery, similarly to fate of Mykola Makarenko, was tragic. The anthropological materi-
als of Mariupol Cemetery were mostly destroyed during World War II. Part of the burial inventory was kept in 
Mariupol Museum. The tablets with decorations made of boar tusks, plates, animal teeth and mother-of-pearl 
necklaces were shown in the exhibition. The monoliths with burials were exhibited separately.

 In April 2022, during the fierce battles for Mariupol, the local history museum was fired upon by russian 
occupying forces. The wooden floors of the building, erected during the First World War, burned down (Масюк, 
2022). The fire also destroyed the exhibits, including plates with decorations from the Mariupol burial ground 
and the two monoliths with skeletons. According to the russian opposition publication Sobesednik, “[…] out of 
70 thousand exhibits of the main fund, only 10 thousand remained” (Ноздряков, 2023) (Fig. 15).
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Fig. 15. Ruins of Mariupol Local History Museum. April 2022 (https://novosti.dn.ua/news/330863-opublikovani-foto-
zrujnovanogo-armiyeyu-rf-mariupolskogo-krayeznavchogo-muzeyu).
15 pav. Mariupolio kraštotyros muziejaus griuvėsiai, 2022 m. balandis (https://novosti.dn.ua/news/330863-opublikovani-
foto-zrujnovanogo-armiyeyu-rf-mariupolskogo-krayeznavchogo-muzeyu)

Fig. 16. Part of the exhibition Russian Azov in Moscow, 2023. Animal figurine from the burnt exposition of Mariupol Local 
History Museum and reconstruction of the costume of the Mariupol Warrior by Ukrainian artist Zinaida Vasina (https://
historyrussia.org/sobytiya/vystavki/v-istoricheskom-parke-rossiya-moya-istoriya-otkrylas-vystavka-russkij-azov.html).
16 pav. Parodos „Rusijos Azovas“ dalis  Maskvoje, 2023 m. Gyvūno figūrėlė iš sudegintos Mariupolio kraštotyros muziejaus 
ekspozicijos ir ukrainiečių menininkės Zinaidos Vasinos „Mariupolio kario“ kostiumo rekonstrukcija (https://historyrussia.
org/sobytiya/vystavki/v-istoricheskom-parke-rossiya-moya-istoriya-otkrylas-vystavka-russkij-azov.html)

https://historyrussia.org/sobytiya/vystavki/v-istoricheskom-parke-rossiya-moya-istoriya-otkrylas-vystavka-russkij-azov.html
https://historyrussia.org/sobytiya/vystavki/v-istoricheskom-parke-rossiya-moya-istoriya-otkrylas-vystavka-russkij-azov.html
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The unique collection to be studied by lots of researches in future from all over the world perished at the 
hands of the russian occupiers. In September 2022, a predatory group under the cover of the so-called Russian 
Historical Society visited the destroyed Mariupol. Nikolai Makarov, the main marauder of russian archeology 
and the director of the Institute of Archaeology of the Russian Academy of Sciences, cynically stated: “We also 
need to save the badly wounded Mariupol Museum” (Делегация...).

The above-mentioned Russian Historical Society was organized as a tool of Sergey Naryshkin, Director of 
the Foreign Intelligence Service of the Russian Federation. He formulated the metaphoric aim of his ‘activity’ on 
May 13, 2023: “I hope that this experience will be popular in the frame of works of a new order by the head of 
state... Its evidence is the participation of this museum in the preparation of the wonderful multimedia exhibition 
Russian Azov, recently opened with the support of the Russian Historical Society in the pavilion Russia – My 
History in Moscow” (Fig. 16) (Нарышкин: 2023).

Conclusions

Mariupol Neolithic Cemetery became a new page in the archeology of Europe. It contained a huge array of 
information about the spiritual world, the social structure, gender relations, and the burial rites of the Neolithic 
population of Eastern Europe. The unusual richness of the burial equipment, the number of status burials, in-
cluding lots of children’s burials, a large number of original decorations unknown at other sites could have been 
studied by many generations of scientists.
The tragedy of the Mariupol burial ground is part of the tragedy of the Ukrainian archaeological science: one 
of the most remarkable monuments of the primitive archeology of Ukraine, perfectly excavated and perfectly 
published, was destroyed twice by the occupiers – nazi and rashist.
Ukrainian archaeologists are not alone. Colleagues from many countries are supporting them. The special ple-
nary on the russian invasion of Ukraine was held during the World Archaeological Congress-9 in 2022 in Prague. 
Jan Turek, WAC-9 Academic Secretary, said: “There is damage to Ukrainian national heritage, in a deliberate 
attempt to assert Russian national cultural dominance over common historical roots and thereby falsely rewrite 
the history and ethnic history of the entire region. Such a policy is totally unacceptable in the 21st century, and 
Putin and his administration must be tried for their humanitarian war crimes by an international tribunal” (WAC-
9 2022).
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Mykola Makarenko ir Mariupolio neolitinis kapinynas.  
Tragiškas ukrainiečio archeologo ir vietovės likimas

Nataliia Mykhailova

San t r auka

Mariupolio neolitinis kapinynas yra unikalus savo inventoriaus turtingumu, kuriam nėra lygių Ukrainoje. Kapinyną tyrinėjo 
iškilus Ukrainos archeologas ir menotyrininkas Mykola Makarenko, kuris dėl savo politinės, mokslinės ir visuomeninės po-
zicijos 1934–1938 m. buvo ištremtas į Kazanę. 1938 m. jis suimamas, o metais vėliau Tomske jam įvykdyta mirties bausmė.

Išskirtiniai kasinėjimai vyko 1930 m. rugpjūčio–spalio mėnesiais. Buvo atidengti 124 kapai, kurie išsidėstę daugiau 
nei 2 m pločio ir 28 m ilgio raudono molio (ochros) juostoje. Palaikai buvo išsidėstę trijuose palyginti nepriklausomuose 
klasteriuose ir keturiuose skirtinguose stratigrafiniuose lygmenyse. Skeletai paguldyti ant nugaros, ištiestomis kojomis, 
galva pasukti į rytus arba vakarus, gausiai apipilti raudona ochra. Skeletai prastai išlikę, tirtoje juostoje gulėjo lygiagrečiai 
vienas kitam. Dalis jų stipriai apardyti praeityje. Paminėtina, kad kai kurie iš mirusiųjų buvo palaidoti su išskirtinai turtingu 
inventoriumi – perforuotomis šernų iltimis, įvairiai ornamentuotomis šerno ilčių plokštelėmis, kauliniais karoliukais, įvairių 
formų kriauklėmis, akmeniniais ir kauliniais kabučiais, įmantriu porfyriniu kabučiu ir dviem akmeninėmis buožėmis.

Tyrinėto Mariupolio nekropolio reikšmė Ukrainos archeologijoje buvo tokia didelė, kad jo pavadinimas buvo naudojamas 
apibūdinti laidojimo kompleksų tipą, kuris buvo plačiai paplitęs vėlyvajame mezolite ir neolite srityse nuo Dniestro iki Dono.

2022-ųjų balandį, per įnirtingus mūšius dėl Mariupolio, Mariupolio kraštotyros muziejus buvo intensyviai apšaudytas 
okupacinių pajėgų artilerijos. Unikali kolekcija, kuri galėjo būti tyrimo objektas daugeliui mokslininkų iš viso pasaulio, 
žuvo nuo rusų okupantų.
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