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10 pav. 2023 m. Leipalingyje, buvusio Antrojo pasaulinio karo apkase aptikta antra masinio palaiky uzkasimo duobe, kurioje
uzkasti penkiy partizany palaikai. Jos vieta véliau sgmoningai uZpilta Siukslémis. Kasant duobg Siuksléms buvo pazeisti palai-
kai. Palaikai mesti dviem lygiais, ant pirmame lygyje uzkasty palaiky jmestas akmuo. Palaikuose Nr. 1 fiksuoti kiino degimo
su minkstaisiais audiniais pozymiai — liepsnos poveikio zoniSkumas labiausiai eksponuotose vietose. E. Aranausko nuotrauka

Fig. 10. A second mass burial pit with the remains of five partisans was discovered in 2023 in Leipalingis, in the former
World War II trench. The site was later deliberately covered with rubbish. The remains were damaged during the excavation
of the rubbish pit. The remains were thrown on two levels, with a stone thrown on the remains buried on the first level. In
remains 1, signs of burning of the body with sofi tissues were recorded — zonation of the flame effect in the most exposed

areas. Photo by E. Aranauskas.
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11 pav. 2021-2023 m. tyrimy Leipalingyje metu Salia Lietuvos laivés kovotojy palaiky aptikti radiniai. E. Aranausko nuo-
trauka

Fig. 11. Finds discovered near the remains of Lithuanian freedom fighters during the 2021-2023 research at Leipalingis.
Photo by E. Aranauskas.

ir MGB vidaus kal¢jimuose, kitose gyventojy masinio naikinimo ir auky slépimo vietose. Tose vietose tai vyko
planine tvarka, sistemingai ir periodiskai, o jkal¢iy (palaiky) slépimas organizuotas i§ anksto numatytose vieto-
se: Tuskulénuose, Naslai¢iy kapinése ir kitose dar nesurastose vietose.

Miesteliuose ir jy apylinkése siautéjusi NKVD kariuomené ir stribai tur¢jo pasiriipinti savo veiklos areale
kautynése, susirémimuose zuvusiy ir nuzudyty asmeny kiiny paslépimu. Visa jy siautéjimo laikotarpj auky ats-
kirai kiekvienoje apylinkéje buvo kur kas maziau nei Vilniuje per trumpg laikotarpj sistemingai vykdyty mirties
bausmiy auky, tad apylinkése nebuvo tikslinga i§ anksto ruosti slépimo vietas. Juolab kad vykdant Lietuvos par-
tizany ir jy réméjy naikinimo operacijas i§ anksto nebuvo zinomas auky skai¢ius — keliy auky kiinus vieng ar kita
dieng jiems patiems ar jy parankiniams teks uzkasti. Todél nuzudyty asmeny kiinai striby ir NKVD kariuome-
nés veikimo vietose buvo slepiami jvairiose vietose, 1§ esmés — tokiose, kuriose buvo galima greitai atsikratyti
ikal¢iy. Buvo ir kita jkal¢iy slépimo salyga ar nerasyta taisyklé — juos paslépti taip, kad ateityje buty sunku ar
nejmanoma aptikti, ten, kur jie greic¢iau sunykty dél ekologinio ar kitokio poveikio.

Visy archeologiniy tyrimy NKVD/MGB biistiniy kiemuose ir netoli jy patirtis atskleide, kad nuzudyty as-
meny palaikai kartais buvo slepiami ne tik specifines sglygas ir ypatybiy turiniose vietose, bet ir Siy jstaigy
aplinkoje ir riboto dydzio teritorijose. Slepiant palaikus urbanizuotose vietovése, neabejotinai turéjo biiti laiko-
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12 pav. 2021-2023 m. archeologiniy tyrimy Leipalingio NKVD/MGB bistinés kieme ir artimiausioje aplinkoje planas.
1. Palaiky uzkasimo vietos. 2. Pavieniai zmoniy kaulai. 3. 1991 m. paiesky vietos. 4. 2021 m. tyrimai. 5. 2022 m. tyrimai.
6. 2023 m. tyrimai. 7. NKVD biistinés (stribyno) pastatas. I. Ci¢iurkaités nuotrauka, plana parengé R. Kraniauskas

Fig. 12. 2021-2023 plan for archaeological research in the courtyard of the NKVD (MGB) headquarters in Leipalingis and
its immediate surroundings. 1. Burial sites of the remains. 2. Individual human bones. 3. Sites of the 1991 searches. 4. 2021
research. 5. 2022 research. 6. 2023 research. 7. NKVD headquarters building. Photo by I. Ciciurkaité, plan by R. Kraniauskas.
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masi kokios nors jy uzkasimo logikos, sekos ar reikéjo turéti uzkasimo viety plana, kad ateityje nebiity atkasami
yrantys palaikai greta jy slepiant ka tik nuzudyty asmeny kiinus; palaiky atsitiktinai neaptikty gyventojai.

Nuzudyty asmeny palaiky uzkasimo viety planinés strukttiros elementai pastebéti 1994-1998, 2003 m., at-
likus tyrimus Tuskulény parko teritorijoje, kurioje, i8tyrus 6 896,25 m? dydzio plota, surasti 724 nuzudyty as-
masyvai buvo iddéstyti S parko dalyje, jos rytinéje ir vakarinéje pusése. Daugiausia palaiky (593 asmeny kiinai)
paslépta rytinéje puséje, buvusiy arklidziy (véliau garazo) S dalyje, po grindiniu. Sioje vietoje palaikai uzkasti
kvadrato ir staciakampio formos, mazdaug nuo 1-2,5 x 2-5,5 m dydZio duobése ir vienoje 6 x 1,7 m ilgio ir iki
4,3 m gylio transéjoje. Visos duobés buvo kasamos nuo 0,5 m iki 3,5 m ar Siek tiek didesniu atstumu viena nuo
kitos, kai kur paliekant tuscius plotelius. Dél neaiskiy priezasciy duobés palaikams nebuvo kasamos pietinéje
arklidziy dalyje, tai yra nebuvo iSnaudotas visas buvusiy arklidziy plotas.

Vakarinéje parko dalyje palaikai slépti pokaryje iskastoje 14,5 x 2,7 m dydzio transéjoje, joje viena $alia kitos
iSkasus 8-ias netaisyklingos formos, apie 130 x 230-250 cm dydZzio duobes (Jankauskas, Garmus, Barkus, Ur-
banavicius, 2005; Vaskevicitté, 1998, p. 52). Pavieniai palaikai duobése buvo uzkasami negiliai — 120—-140 cm
gylyje. Masinése duobése palaikai buvo uzpilami kalkémis, neaiSkios kilmés lipnia organine medziaga, uzden-
giami toliu, uzpilami zemémis. Pietingje ir centrinéje parko dalyse palaiky uzkasimo duobiy nerasta. Paaiskéjo,
kad palaiky slépimas Tuskulény parke buvo orientuotas j Siaurinés teritorijos dalies du pakrascius, tai yra ar¢iau
dvaro statiniy ir juose, kuriuose ilgg laikg Seimininkavo NKVD/MGB/KGB, tai yra palaiky paslépimo vietos
ilgg laikg buvo stebimos ir kontroliuojamos.

Palaiky uzkasimo viety slépimo ir stebésenos bruozas isryskéjo ir kitu atveju. Antai, 1956-1969 m. laiko-
tarpiu nuteisty myriop nuzudyty asmeny kiinai Vilniuje buvo slepiami pusiau veikianciose, nuosalyje esanciose
Naslai¢iy kapinése. Palaikai buvo uzkasami naktimis, j i§ anksto paruostas kapy duobes, o jos kastos tarp kity
kapavie¢iy. Siose kapinése buvo slepiami ir kitose Lietuvos vietose zuvusiy partizany palaikai (pvz., A. Krauje-
lio-Siaubiino) (Vélius, 2018, p. 671-681; Vélius, 2019, p. 609-617; Vélius, 2020, p. 482—491).

Sie palaiky slépimo faktai ir pastebétos slépimo detalés bei tyrimy Lazdijuose ir Leipalingyje duomenys tei-
kia galimybe pradéti nuzudyty asmeny palaiky slépimo bruozy sisteminima. Pastebéta, kad visi Sie trys jkal¢iy
slépimo pavyzdziai turi kelis bendrus bruozus: palaiky slépima kontroliuojamos ir stebimos teritorijos pakras-
Ciuose ar Salia jos riby; pavieniy ir grupiniy palaiky uzkasimas j 90-140 cm gylio, kompaktisko (1,5-2,5 m?)
dydzio duobes; palaiky slépimas kontroliuojamy teritorijy (NKVD/MGB biistiniy) pastatuose (arklid¢je ir ga-
laic¢iy — Vilniuje). Masinis palaiky slépimas buvo vykdytas transéjose (Tuskulénuose) ir buvusiame Antrojo
pasaulinio karo laiky apkase (Leipalingyje), juose iSkasus atskiras gilesnes duobes. Lazdijuose ir Leipalingyje
palaikai buvo uzver¢iami akmenimis, Siukslémis, Leipalingyje (gerokai véliau po palaiky uzkasimo) palaiky
uzkasimo vietoje pasodintas medis (tokia versija kelta ir Tuskulénuose). Visose trijose palaiky slépimo vietose
pastebéta kiiny niekinimo, zalojimo ir brutalaus elgesio atvejy.

Nuzudyty partizany palaiky paieSkos kontekste vienas i§ svarbiausiy uzdaviniy yra jy identifikavimo klausi-
mas: kaip nustatyti, kad aptikti palaikai yra nuzudyty, nukankinty, zuvusiy partizany, jy réméjy, NKVD/MGB
ir jy parankiniy — striby auky. Tyréjui, aptikusiam palaikus, su tokia uzduotimi tenka susidurti nuolatos. Iki
Siol néra aiskiy kriterijy, kaip identifikuoti Antrojo pasaulinio karo metu nuzudytus civilius asmenis, abiejose
kovojanciose pusése zuvusiy kariy palaikus, Armijos Krajovos kariy, pokaryje zuvusiy ir nuzudyty Lietuvos
partizany bei jy réméjy ir kity mirties bausmiy auky palaikus. Pripazinsime, kad Siuo klausimu dél itin menkos
Lietuvos archeologijos mokslo atstovy praktinés patirties tokiai metodikai, aiskiai suformuluotoms jzvalgoms
bei pasteb¢jimams démesys teikiamas nebuvo.

Zuvusiyjy ir nuzudytyjy Antrajame pasauliniame kare ir pokariu palaiky identifikavimas ir priskyrimas kon-
kreciai asmeny grupei remiasi tradiciniu biidu. Pirmiausia §is klausimas sprendZiamas atsizvelgus | prie palai-
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ky aptikty asmeniniy daikty visuma, amunicijos, ginkly, jy daliy, raby liekanas; suzalojimus, iSorinius mirties
priezasties poZymius; danty taisymo pozymius, palaiky padétj kapo duobé¢je — visy $iy duomeny, raSytinés bei
verbalinés informacijos analiz¢ ir sintez¢. Ne itin didelé Sio straipsnio autoriy ir nuzudyty Lietuvos partizany
palaiky paieskos grupés nariy prakting patirtis kol kas nesuteikia pakankamai ziniy tokios metodikos teoriniams
apmatams suformuluoti.

Profesinés praktikos metu jgyta patirtis ir pastebéjimai rodo, kad vieni i§ svarbesniy identifikavimo kriterijy
yra aptikty palaiky iSoriniy bruozy visumos jvertinimas. Partizany palaikams biidingi nuzudymai Stiviais i galva,
kiino zalojimai, galiiniy nutraukimai, kankinimo pozymiai, brutalaus elgesio su palaikais faktai, netaisyklinga
palaiky uzkasimo duobés forma, ant palaiky supilto grunto sudétis. Visi tokie ir kiti, praktiniy veiksmy metu dar
neaptikti pozymiai rodo, kad nuzudytas asmuo greiciausiai buvo susije¢s su Lietuvos partizany kovomis. Mano-
me, kad didéjant teismo archeologijos praktiniy veiksmy poreikiui palaiky identifikavimo bruozy skai¢ius nuolat
pasipildys naujomis Ziniomis. Identifikavimo metodika taps ypac aktuali iSaugus Lietuvos visuomenés istorinés
atminties poreikiui ir pagauséjus praktiniy uzduociy — surasti tautos didvyriy palaikus.

Baigiant Sio darbo temos pagrindiniy minciy, pastebéjimy ir tyrimy rezultaty déstyma, siekiant Lietuvos
teismo archeologijos krypties atstovy efektyvesniy ateities tyrimy rezultaty, Siame darbe pateikiama keliolika ra-
diniy, aptikty prie nuzudyty Lietuvos partizany palaiky ir buvusiy NKVD/MGB biistiniy teritorijose, pavyzdziy.
Taip pat pateikiami trys asmeniniai Lietuvos patrioty ir kovotojy uz Tévynés laisve daiktai, straipsnio autoriy
akiratin pateke praktinés veiklos metu (13 pav.).

Skaitytojy démesiui teikiami iki Siol niekur nepublikuoti reti radiniai. Vienas i$ jy — sidabrinis Ziedas su Vyc¢io
kryziaus Zenklu, priklauses Lietuvos kariuomenés leitenantui Vytautui MilaSevi¢iui?’, Zymios Lietuvos patrioty
Seimos, iSauginusios tris Lietuvos kariuomenés karininkus (vienas i$ jy, Aleksandras Milasevi¢ius-Ruonis, buvo
Vakary Lietuvos partizany srities vado J. Zemaiio pavaduotojas) (Luksys, Zygelis, 2016, p. 44—53), atstovui.
Pazymétina, kad panasios stilistikos ziedas su Vyc¢io kryziumi buvo aptiktas Lazdijuose 2021 m. ant nuzudyto
Lietuvos partizano (iki Siol nenustatytos tapatybés) kairés rankos pir§to bei 2010 m. Rietavo dvaro teritorijoje.

Antrasis radinys — zalvariné dirzo sagtis su Vycio kryziaus zenklu ir kitoje puséje iSraizytu slapyvardziu
»Alfa® aptikta atsitiktinai, mazdaug prie§ 10 mety, miske Salia Ricieliy (Druskininky sav.), netoli nuo Piety
srities Lietuvos partizany vadavietés?®, kazkur netoli minimos partizany bunkeriy vietos. Tre¢iasis pavyzdys —
vokisko (hitlerjugendo nariy) durtuvo makstys su Vycio kryziaus zenklo apkaustu buvo aptiktos apleistoje so-
dyboje, netoli Ricieliy (Druskininky sav.). Visi $ie radiniai (eksponatai) su Vyc¢io kryziaus Zenklu yra buidingi
Lietuvos patriotams bei partizanams ir vieni i§ akivaizdziy pavyzdziy, atverian¢iy galimybe identifikuoti Antrojo
pasaulinio karo pabaigoje ir pokariu nuzudyty ir zuvusiy Lietuvos laisvés kovotojy palaikus.

ISvados ir apibendrinimai

Bet kuris mokslo tiriamasis darbas, skirtas kokiy nors konkre¢iy moksliniy problemy, reiskiniy analizei, jver-
tinimui, siauresniy klausimy nagrinéjimui, tyrimy duomeny interpretacijai ar atradimy publikavimui, uzsibai-
gia apibendrinamosiomis mintimis, pastebéjimais, tolesniy moksliniy perspektyvy jzvalgomis, sitlymais. Sio
straipsnio déstomosiose dalyse pateikti pasteb&jimai, mintys ir jzvalgos turi tik prading iSraiSka, atveriancia
galimybe tiek teoriniu, tiek praktiniu lygmeniu modeliuoti nuzudyty asmeny palaiky paieskos perspektyvas.
2021-2023 m. Lazdijuose ir Leipalingyje surastos ir patvirtintos dvi tokios pacios palaiky slépimo vietos:
NKVD/MGB bistiniy kiemuose, ten esanciuose statiniuose, sklypy pakras¢iuose ir anapus sklypy riby. Iden-
tifikuoti du tokie patys brutalaus elgesio su palaikais bruozai: kiiny niekinimas, zalojimas, nepagarbus elgesys,

27 §is ziedas buvo surastas 2021 m. ekstraordinarinés ,,Misija Kazachstanas* ekspedicijos (vad. L. Kvizikevi¢ius) metu
Kazachstano Respublikoje, Zezkazgano srityje, Rudnyko ,,laisvyjy* politiniy kaliniy kapinése, Vytauto Milagevi¢iaus kape,
ekshumuojant ir perkeliant palaikus j Spasko (esan¢io Karagandos srityje) memorialg.

282023 m. spalio 20 d. §is eksponatas neatlygintinai perduotas Lietuvos nacionaliniam muziejui.
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13 pav. Lietuvos laisvés kovotojams biidingi radiniai: Zzalvariné dirzo sagtis su Vy¢io kryziaus zenklu ir kitoje puséje iSrai-
zytu slapyvardziu ,,Alfa“; vokisko (hitlerjugendo nariy) durtuvo makstys su Vycio kryziaus zenklo apkaustu; ziedas su Vyc¢io
kryziaus zenklu, priklausgs Lietuvos kariuomenés leitenantui Vytautui Milaseviciui; Rietavo dvaro teritorijoje su partizany
palaikais rastas ziedas su Vycio kryziaus Zenklu. G. Trecioko, G. Nedzinsko, L. Kvizikeviciaus, D. Kontrimo nuotraukos

Fig. 13. Findings typical of Lithuanian freedom fighters: a brass belt buckle with the sign of the Cross of Vytis and the
nickname “Alfa” engraved on the reverse side; a German (Hitler Youth) bayonet scabbard with the sign of the Cross of
Wtis; a ring with the Cross of Vytis belonging to Lieutenant Vytautas Milasevicius, a lieutenant of the Lithuanian Army;
and a ring with the Cross of Vytis, found in the territory of the Rietavas Manor with the remains of the partisans. Photos by
G. Treciokas, G. Nedzinskas, L. Kvizikevicius, D. Kontrimas.
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tapatinimas su atmatomis, SiukSlémis. Paieskos metu i§ viso surasti devyniolikos (19) partizany ir jy réméjy pa-
laikai (penkeri — Lazdijuose, keturiolika — Leipalingyje) ir dar maziausiai 4-5 palaiky liekanos. Iki $iol identifi-
kuota tik trejy palaiky, surasty Leipalingyje, tapatybé. Uz NKVD/MGB biistinés R sklypo ribos, patvoryje buvo
uzkasti Dainavos partizany apygardos, Sariino rinktinés, LDK Vytenio grupés 2-ojo ir 3-iojo biiriy vady Kazi-
miero Vaik$noro-Laimino (1910 ? ?—1947 11 ?) ir Petro Bankietos-Medinio, Kanapyno (1918 04 30-1947 11 05)
palaikai. Uz P sklypo ribos, patvoryje buvo uzkasti Piety srities partizany vado, Lietuvos kariuomenés pulkinin-
ko J. Vitkaus-Kazimieraicio (1901 12 01-1946 07 02) palaikai.

Tokie 2021-2023 m. rezultatai atrodo pernelyg menki bendrame apie 20-ies tikstan¢iy nuzudyty ir zuvusiy
Lietuvos partizany palaiky paieskos ir tapatybés identifikavimo kontekste ir atskleidZia, kokiais tempais ir apim-
timi vyksta genocido nusikaltimy tyrimai. Straipsnyje paliesty ir nagrinéty klausimy spektras ir nauji klausimai,
iSryskéje paiesky Lazdijuose ir Leipalingyje metu, aptikti nusikaltimy jkal¢iai, pastebétos palaiky slépimo biidy
detalés, nusikaltimg padariusiy asmeny elgsenos bruozai suponuoja platesnio pozitirio paiesky perspektyvas.

Nusikaltimy jkal¢iy paieskos Lazdijuose ir Leipalingyje ir per trumpa laikg pasiekti rezultatai parodé, kad
XX a. nuzudyty ir Zuvusiy asmeny palaiky uzkasimo viety paieskos tampa efektyvesnés taikant ne tradicing,
o kombinuotg metodika — naudojant visas jmanomas priemones, jrankius ir atitinkamus veiksmy algoritmus.
Palaiky paieskos kontekste yra perspektyvu archeologinio paveldo tvarkybos reglamente jteisinti tokias teismo
archeologijos krypties paiesky metodikas, kurios su minimaliais i§tekliais uZtikrinty geriausius rezultatus.

Nuzudyty Lietuvos partizany ir jy rySininky palaiky bei jy liekany suradimas Lazdijuose ir Leipalingyje isryski-
no skaudzig tiesa, susijusig su palaiky sunaikinimu. Vykstantys pokyciai, statybos buvusiose NKVD/MGB biistiniy
teritorijose ir jy artimiausioje aplinkoje sunaikina atsitiktinai, kasant grunta aptiktus Lietuvos laisvés kovotojy pa-
laikus. Kaip parodé dviejy atvejy ikiteisminiy tyrimy rezultatai, nei surandami kaltininkai, laiku nesustabde darby
ir jstatymais reglamentuota tvarka nepateike informacijos policijai, LGGRTC ir Kultiiros paveldo departamentui,
nei inicijuojama tokiy viety patikra, palaiky iS§saugojimas, nei j problemg Zvelgiama placiau — paveldo apsaugos
kontekste. NKVD/MGB biistiniy ir artimiausios aplinkos teritorijos, iSskyrus vienetinius atvejus, neturi teisinés
apsaugos ir nesukurtas joks aiskesnis tokiy viety patikros ir saugojimo teisinis mechanizmas.

Nusikaltimai zmoniskumui, karo nusikaltimai ir genocidas — nusikaltimai, neturintys senaties termino. Lie-
tuvos Respublikos baudziamojo kodekso 99 str. numato atsakomybe uz tokias nusikalstamas veikas. Lietuvos
gyventojy trémimai, Lietuvos partizany ir jy réméjy, kovojusiy uz Lietuvos laisve, naikinimas ir Zudymas pripa-
zinti genocidu. 2021-2023 m. nuzudyty asmeny palaiky suradimas dar kartg atskleidé brutalaus elgesio tiek su
gyvaisiais, tiek su mirusiyjy kiinais faktus.

Deja, Siais konkreciais Lazdijy ir Leipalingio atvejais jokios teisinés proceduros — iSaiskinti ir jvardyti nusi-
kaltimus padariusius asmenis — nepradétos, tokios iniciatyvos kol kas nesiémé nei valstybiné jstaiga, atsakinga
uz genocido tyrimus, nei teisésaugos jstaigos. Retorinis klausimas — dél ko mes ieskome jkaléiy, tiriame ir
fiksuojame brutaly elgesj, genocida? Ar tik tam, kad sugrazintume istoring teisybe, ar tam, kad garbingai palai-
dotume tuos kelis, kuriuos pavyksta rasti archeologiniy tyrimy metu?
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Search for Genocide Crimes and Evidence in and Around the Territories
of the Former NKVD (MGB) Headquarters in Lazdijai and Leipalingis

Ingrida Ciciurkaité, Linas Kvizikevi¢ius
Summary

The repressive processes that took place around the world in the 20th century had a devastating impact on Lithuanian so-
ciety — the deportation of civilians, the destruction of the intelligentsia, political figures and the Lithuanian army, forced
enlistment in to the occupying army, which led to a general resistance to the policies of the new government, had an impact
on the loss of population and the decline of demography. In 1945 alone, an average of 300 partisans died every month at
the hands of the Soviet colloborants. In the following years, this number decreased (Starkauskas, 2011, pp. 367-369). All of
these approximate statistics show how many burial sites for the remains of the dead and murdered have not yet been found.

After Lithuania regained its independence in 1990, in many parts of Lithuania, the population began to take care of the
preservation and promotion of historical memory, one of the directions of which was to revive the memory of the events of
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the period of the Red Terror: to search for the burial sites of the remains of the killed Lithuanian partisans, to exhume and
bury them in communal and relatives graves, to erect memorial signs at the places of their death and burial, and to take care
of the rehabilitation of the injured persons. At that time, the process of searching for and exhuming the remains was uncon-
trolled, self-propelled, with no accounting, supervision, control or documentation of the events.

In 1995, small-scale archaeological investigations were carried out in the yard of the Sven¢ionys NKVD (MGB) head-
quarters in order to locate the burial sites of the murdered persons, and later on in other places of the Soviet security (see
Table 1). Thus, the last year is considered to be the beginning of archaeological research on the former NKVD (MGB) ter-
ritories, and at the same time the first official (documented and archived) attempt of Lithuanian archaeologists to find the
remains of the Lithuanian partisans who were killed in the periphery of Lithuania.

Archaeological documentation in the form of research reports has confirmed and proved incontrovertibly that the hiding
of the remains in such places were not only used in one, but in several different ethnic regions of Lithuania. This evidence
suggests that the first place to systematically search for the burial sites of the remains of murdered Lithuanian partisans and
their supporters should be in all the courtyards of the former soviet security headquarters and in the immediate vicinity.

The aim of this article is to identify the pattern of crimes and the concealment of evidence that were committed with
impunity and systematically by the NKVD troops, their henchmen and other Soviet collaborators. Two tasks are formulated
to achieve this goal: firstly, to reveal the theoretical principles of the methodology of the search for evidences applied dur-
ing the forensic archaeology applied research in the period 20212023 in the search for the remains of the partisans of the
Southern region of Lithuania, killed in the period 1945-1952 and possibly hidden in the courtyards and periphery of the
NKVD headquarters in Lazdijai and Leipalingis, and secondly to summarize the methodology and the results achieved dur-
ing the field work.

The search for the remains of Lithuanian partisans in the courtyards of the former NKVD (MGB) headquarters in Lazdi-
jai and Leipalingis and their immediate surroundings was carried out according to different principles, using individual
elements of the methodology and the algorithm of actions adapted to the specific location. At the initial stage of the search,
in 2021, different tasks were set at each site (unified the following year), but with the same goal of locating the remains
clandestinely buried 75-80 years ago.

In Lazdijai, in 2021, archaeological methods were used to consistently investigate the entire construction site of new
building, so the traditional method of detailed destructive archaeological investigation was applied here. In 2022-2023, the
main task was to locate and identify probable burial sites of partisan remains outside the NKVD (MGB) parcel to check the
immediate surroundings, and therefore the search was based on a combined and adapted search methodology, which had
already been used in Leipalingis in 2021.

In the case of Leipalingis in 2021, other tasks were formulated: firstly, to clarify the locations of the 1991 discovery/
retrieval of the remains of the partisans in the courtyard of the NKVD (MGB) headquarters and in the neighbouring parcels;
to identify the locations in the western part of the town, in the vicinity of the former WWII trench; and to locate and identify
new, probable sites of the burial of remains. In order to accomplish such a specific task, which is very rare in Lithuanian
archaeological research, it was necessary to develop efficient and faster methods of searching for remains and checking the
sites.

Between 2021 and 2023, the remains of a total of five Freedom Fighters were found and exhumed in Lazdijai, and the
individual bones of at least two more persons were collected. For the first time during archaeological research, pieces of
Lithuanian partisans’ weapons were discovered in the courtyard of the former NKVD (MGB) headquarters. All these cases
suggest that both evidences and other artefacts related to the Lithuanian partisan fight can be expected to be found in other
parts of Lithuania, in the territories of the former NKVD (MGB) headquarters and their immediate surroundings. In the con-
text of the evidence concealment and desecration of remains, Lazdijai has also witnessed a number of behavioural patterns
of those who worked in the Soviet power structures: stoning of the remains hidden in a pit; torture or brutal treatment (the
discovery of a wire loope around the neck).

To summarize the results of the Leipalingis Search and Exhumation Team, during the three years of its activity, large
areas were searched, two individual burial sites, one group burial site and two mass burial sites were found, a total of four-
teen remains of murdered Lithuanian partisans were recovered. Bone fragments of at least two more remains were recovered
from the disturbed burials.

The results of the search for the remains of Lithuanian partisans in Lazdijai and Leipalingis have allowed us to reveal
several features of the concealment of evidences (bodies of murdered persons). The search and archaeological investigations
were able to clarify and identify the distance from the courtyards of the NKVD (MGB) headquarters, the places and the
method of disposal of the remains of the murdered persons, the locations of mass, group and individual burials, the order in
which the victims were thrown into the pits, and several other details important for the clarification of the characteristics of
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the crime. When hiding remains in urban areas, some logic, sequence or plan of burial must have been followed in order to
avoid the need to unearth decomposing remains in the future by hiding the bodies of those who had just been murdered next
to them, and to avoid the remains being discovered accidentally by the local residents.

Experience and observations gained during professional practice show that one of the most important criteria for identi-
fication is the assessment of the totality of the external features of the remains. The remains of partisans are characterized by
gunshot wounds in the skull, mutilation of the body, severing of limbs, signs of torture, brutal treatment, irregular shape of
the burial pit, and the composition of the soil poured over the remains. All these and other signs, not yet detected during the
fieldwork, indicate that the murdered person was most likely connected with the Lithuanian partisan fight. We believe that as
the need for forensic archaeological fieldwork increases, the number of features identifying the remains will be continuously
enriched with new knowledge. The identification methodology will become especially relevant as the need for historical
memory of Lithuanian society arises and the number of practical tasks to find the remains of the nation’s heroes increases.

In order to make the future research of the Lithuanian forensic archaeology more efficient, this article presents several
examples of finds discovered with the remains of the murdered Lithuanian partisans and in the territories of the former
NKVD (MGB) headquarters. Some personal belongings of Lithuanian patriots and freedom fighters who came to the atten-
tion of the authors in the course of their practical activities are also presented.

The authors’ observations, thoughts and insights, presented in the article are in an initial state, which enables everyone
to understand and draw conclusions about the extent to which the Lithuanian society has reached in the context of genocide
research — the search for the burial sites of the remains of the murdered and killed Lithuanian partisans and their supporters
and associates, and the pace of its progress in the future.

The search for evidences of crimes in Lazdijai and Leipalingis and the results achieved in a short period of time have
shown, that the search for the remains of the 20th century murdered persons at clandestine sites is becoming more efficient
by applying a combined rather than a traditional methodology — using all possible means, tools and appropriate algorithms
of action.

The discovery of the remains of the murdered Lithuanian partisans and their associates in Lazdijai and Leipalingis has
highlighted the painful truth about the destruction of the remains. The ongoing changes and construction works at urban
areas in former NKVD (MGB) headquarters destroyed and scattered bones in surrounding areas. As the results of pre-trial
investigations in two cases have shown, neither the perpetrators, who did not stop the works in time and did not provide
information to the police, the LGGRTC and the Department of Cultural Heritage in accordance with the law, are found,
nor are the inspections of such sites and the preservation of the remains initiated, nor is the problem looked at in a broader
context of the protection of heritage. Except few isolated cases, the territories of the NKVD (MGB) headquarters and their
immediate surroundings have no legal protection and no clear process has been established for the verification and preserva-
tion of such sites.
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