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This publication contains the proceedings of the 9th European Crimi-
nal Law Academic Network (ECLAN) PhD Seminar on European 
Criminal Justice "The significance of EU criminal law in the 21st cen-
tury: the need for further harmonisation or new criminal policy", 
hosted by the Vilnius University Faculty of Law. Participants of the 
event presented their research in various criminal law fields related 
to the EU substantive criminal law and its national implementation, 
combating organised crime and the EPPO, criminal policy and hu-
man rights and cooperation in criminal matters and other legal in-
struments. Thus, the publication provides short papers of the main 
ideas and conclusions of several speakers’ presentations. 
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Foreword by the Dean
Vilnius University Faculty of Law

Vilnius University Faculty of Law was honoured to host the 9th European 
Criminal Law Academic Network (ECLAN) PhD Seminar on European Crim-
inal Justice “The Significance of EU Criminal Law in the 21st Century: The Need 
for Further Harmonisation or New Criminal Policy?” on 28-29 January 2021. 
This was the first time the ECLAN seminar was organised in Lithuania, which 
in the midst of the global pandemic was made possible (virtually) with the 
joint effort of the ECLAN and the members of Criminal Department of the 
Faculty of Law.

The Seminar provided aspiring scholars with an invaluable opportunity not 
only to share their research in various topics, inter alia, the rule of law, cross-
border legal cooperation in criminal matters, mutual recognition instruments 
and institutional framework, the impact of Brexit on EU criminal law and fu-
ture cooperation with the UK, issues related to EU substantive criminal law, re-
cent trends in the case law of the Court of Justice, and rights of defendants and 
victims in criminal proceedings, but also to receive feedback from recognised 
legal minds who moderated the panels of the event members (Prof. dr. Anne 
Weyembergh (L’Institut d’études européennes de l’Université libre de Bruxelles), 
Prof. dr. Katalin Ligeti (Université du Luxembourg), Prof. dr. Sabine Gless (Uni-
versität Basel), Prof. dr. Pedro Caeiro (Universidade de Coimbra), Prof. dr. Rob-
ert Kert (Universität Wien), Prof. Valsamis Mitsilegas (Queen Mary University of 
London), Prof. habil. dr. Gintaras Švedas (Vilniaus universitetas)). Moreover, the 
participants of the Seminar had a unique opportunity to attend a guest lecture 
given by Prof. Valsamis Mitsilegas (Queen Mary University of London) on the 
topic: “Brexit and Legal Cooperation with the UK”.

Therefore, this year, it was decided to finalise the event with a publication 
of short papers on the findings of the participants’ original research. Thus, the 
reader is presented with this relatively brief publication of the collection of the 
peer reviewed short papers on the topic of the future of the EU criminal law. 
Hopefully, this edition of short papers will be a perfect way to deepen knowledge 
in the subtle matter of many EU criminal law’s modern aspects and will be help-
ful for students, scholars and practitioners.

Prof. dr. Tomas Davulis, L.L.M.
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